
Update on Shafter 
Community Air Monitoring

Shafter CSC Meeting

Quarter 1 (January - March 2025) Update



Air Monitoring Update
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Status of Community Air Monitoring Plan Implementation

Review Air Monitoring Data Collected

Questions, Comments, And Recommendations



CAMP Implementation Status
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# Location Monitoring Done
1 Farm Labor Center Monitoring Trailer x

2 Sequoia Elementary Multi-Pollutant x
3 Shafter DMV PM2.5 x

4
Golden Oak 
Elementary

PM2.5 x

5 Grimmway Academy PM2.5 x
6 La Colonia PM2.5 x*

A
North of Shafter in 

agriculture area
Monitoring Van x

B
West of Shafter near 

dairy operations
Monitoring Van x

C
East of Shafter near 

Highway 99 and 
Lerdo Highway

Monitoring Van x

*Temporary PM 2.5 monitor installed 



Community Air Monitoring Platforms
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Community Air Monitoring Platforms (cont’d)
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Community Air Monitoring Platforms (cont’d)
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Ongoing Community Air Monitoring
• District continuing to conduct localized air monitoring in the Shafter 

community 
• Working to deploy final air monitoring platforms across the community, 

according to Community Steering Committee recommended network 
design
– Finalizing permanent PM 2.5 monitor at La Colonia

• Air monitoring van used to monitor pollutants in areas of interest of 
the community and near recommended site locations for network 
design

• Lab analysis of air samples continues for PM2.5 and VOC 
classification
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Shafter Air Monitoring Update
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2025 Q1 PM2.5 levels slightly higher than in 2024

Cold, dry, and stagnant conditions in winter months contributed to 
higher PM2.5 levels

Air monitoring data available online at your community portal



Winter Air Pollution: PM2.5

9

• PM2.5 is primary pollutant during 
winter 

• Can be emitted directly, like smoke 
from fireplaces 

• Can be formed in the atmosphere 
when certain compounds are 
present, like NOx from trucks

• PM levels worse when inversion 
layer, or lid, sits over Valley



What causes PM2.5 levels to be higher in the winter?
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PM-2.5 Quarter 1 Average Comparison

Community sites mostly lower than nearby regulatory sites
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PM-2.5 Quarter 1 Monthly Average Comparison

Stagnation contributed to higher PM2.5 in winter season
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PM-2.5 Quarter 1 Daily Averages

PM2.5 levels dropped as expected with the transition from cooler to warmer weather
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How can the District make sure the community knows 
that we expect worse air quality? 

• News releases are issued before 
known and expected high pollution 
days

• District posts updates to social media 
sites like Facebook, X, and Nextdoor

• Keep health departments and schools 
notified 

14



15

How can the District make sure the community knows 
that we expect worse air quality? 



How to File an Air 
Pollution Complaint

Complaints may be filed online, by 
phone, or by using the Valley Air 

app on your smart phone
• Complaints are responded to 365 days a year
• Your information is confidential
• Filing a complaint will put you in touch with an 

Air Quality Inspector assigned to the complaint
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valleyair.org/complaints

https://ww2.valleyair.org/file-a-complaint


Community Air Quality Data
• District AB 617 webpage at: http://community.valleyair.org/community-

air-monitoring
– Real-time community air monitoring data 
– Datos de monitoreo del aire provenientes de las camionetas de monitoreo, 

como se solicitó.
– Quarterly reports

• CARB’s statewide air quality data portal (AQview) displays and 
provides community air monitoring data from AB 617 communities
–AQview website located at: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/es/community-air-

quality-portal
–Air quality data from Valley AB 617 communities available at this website
–Development ongoing, new features to be added
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http://community.valleyair.org/community-air-monitoring
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/es/community-air-quality-portal


Comments/Questions?
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