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Public Health Impacts of Wood Burning
• Scientific research links prolonged 

inhalation of woodsmoke to a variety of 
health effects
– Lung disease and decrease in lung function 

for children 
– Hypertension and heart disease, cancer or 

heart failure, neurological effects
• Residential wood-burning emissions are 

among the largest sources of direct 
PM2.5 emissions during winter months
– Evening inversions magnify concentrations 

and exposure to residents in neighborhoods
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Residential Wood Smoke Reduction Program
• The Residential Wood Smoke Reduction Program reduces particulate matter 

when winter air quality is forecast to deteriorate
• Each day, the District informs Valley residents whether they can use a wood-

burning device, however we always discourage burning
• Curtailments: From November 1 through the end of February, the District 

issues a daily wood-burning curtailment status for each county
– No Burning For All
– No Burning Unless Registered
– Burning Discouraged

• Incentives: District provides grants for residents to change out their wood-
burning fireplace or stove with an electric heat pump or natural-gas device

• Enforcement: District issues a Notice of Violation to folks who burn during a 
curtailment
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Examples of Outreach
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Residential Wood Smoke Reduction Program

www.valleyair.org/BurnStatus
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http://www.valleyair.org/BurnStatus
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