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Valley Challenges Unmatched
ÅSurrounding mountains and 

meteorology create ideal 

conditions for air pollution 

formation and retention

ÅHigh poverty and unemployment 

rates (20 of 30 most 

disadvantaged communities in 

state)

ÅHigh rate of population growth

ÅI-5 and Hwy 99 (major 

transportation arteries) run all 

the way through Valley
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Clean Air Efforts in the San Joaquin Valley

ÅToughest air regulations on businesses and industries large and small

ÅToughest air regulations on farms and dairies

ÅReduction of risk from existing and new stationary sources through 

Districtõs permitting and air toxics hot spots programs 

Å$2.4 billion dollars of public/private investment on incentive-based 

emissions reductions
ðMore than 155,000 tons of emissions reduced

ÅToughest regulations on cars and trucks

ÅToughest regulations on consumer products and what people can do 

inside their homes

ÅWork continues to identify additional emission reductions necessary 

to meet the latest federal air quality standards
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Assembly Bill 617 Overview

ÅAB 617 passed by state legislature in 2017 to address 

potentially high cumulative exposure burdens from 

toxics and criteria pollutants in some communities

ÅThrough robust public engagement process, CARB and 

air districts must develop and implement community 

specific: 
ðStatewide uniform emissions reporting processes

ðCommunity air monitoring networks

ðCommunity emission reduction plans

ðBest Available Retrofit Control Technology (BARCT) 
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Community Air Monitoring

ÅLocal air monitoring 

networks may be 

established for each 

selected community
ðProvides localized and 

more spatially dense 

air quality information
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Community Air Monitoring (contõd)



AB 617 Year 1 Community Selection Process

ÅThrough public process, District established community 

prioritization methodology 
ðCalEnviroScreenoverall scores

ðDiesel particulate matter

ðPopulation weighted exposure to high concentrations of ozone and PM2.5

ðPoverty

ÅJuly 2018: District submits Year 1 recommendations to CARB
ðRecommended North Bakersfield, South Central Fresno, and City of Shafter

ÅSeptember 2018: CARB selects Year 1 communities 
ð10 communities selected statewide for initial year

ðIn Valley, selected South Central Fresno and the City of Shafter
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AB 617 Implementation Progress for 
Year 1 Communities
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ÅCommunity Steering Committees 

established for each community in the 

Fall of 2018
ðMajority of committees are residents of 

community

ðAlso includes workers and business 

owners, community groups, city and 

county representation


