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Communicating with Public During Wildfire Events

San Joaquin Valley

« Providing accurate and timely health-protective & =nmime
air quality information to the public is a priority |k

For immediate release 07-6-2022 Media Contact:

* Utilize social media platforms, mobile apps and e v e

assignment editors

local English- and Spanish-language media to ot s Vally e o gt <ot gt o i

The 2022 Wildfire season has arrived to central Califomia with isolated grass and wildland fires threatening

to bring smoke into the San Joaquin Valley. The Valley Air District is encouraging residents to be prepared
e e WO r O u and plan now for potential poor air quality due to wildfire smoke that might reach the Valley as we head into

the hotter, drier time of the year.
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HEALTHY AIR LIVING

24hr Media Cell Phone (559) 309-3136

. . The District reminds residents to change out air filters in their home and set up a Clean Air Room for when
([ CO m m u n I Cate W It h Va | | e SC h O O |S to e n S u re smoke impacts become severe. A Clean Air Room is a room in your home or apartment where you and
your family can escape the worst of the smoke impacts from wildfires. Follow these easy steps to create a
Clean Air Room:

accurate information to make decisions for e o e e

2. Prevent smoke from entering the room by tightly closing doors and windows
3. Stay cool. Run fans, window air conditioners or central air conditioning

L ]
t h e I r St u d e n tS 4. Filter the air in the room with a store-bought air purifier or create a DIY air purifier

5. Avoid creating smoke or other particles indoors (no candles, no open flame cooking, no smoking)
6. Spend as much time as possible in the clean air room to get the most benefits

() Communicate direCtIy With pu inC through 7. F{ememberdothsmaskdon't\.vorkfor\.vildﬁres'moke.,lchoseNBSmasksinstead
phone calls, email, events throughout Valley to = —
discuss air quality, including wildfire impacts == m )
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Increasing Importance of Social Media

* Posting in both English and Spanish on four primary social media

accounts
- Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Nextdoor

,’\ Valley Air District a © San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
v 1d-@ Cutreach & Communications Manager Heather Heinks = 3 days ago
#CreekFire is now at 143,000 acres burning in Fresno & Madera
Counties. This and several other California fires are impacting the
Valley’s air quality with most areas reaching unhealthy levels of PM 2.5
(particulate matter). Residents should remain indoors in areas where
smoke is present, in a filtered, air-conditioned environment. Wildfire
details and air quality info here: www.valleyair.org/wildires. Photo:
#NASA (heat detection map - not all red spots indicate active fire...

See More
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) EE Kalse, Health Caution: Creek Fire. The Creek Fire has forced evacuations
across the Shaver Lake area in Fresno County. Use caution when outdoors

today, if you see and smell the smoke, it is impacting you. Check PM2.5
{microscopic particles in smoke) at your location using myRAAN com

e
Wildifre and health protection info available: www.valleyairorg/wildiires

Photo: Eric Zamora The Fresno Bee

Wildfires

valleyair org
Posted to Subseribers of San Joaguin Valley Air Pollution Control District
in 2 areas

D Like Sdw 178 - 43663 Impressions

Mg o,
n kg

Valley Air District @ValleyAir - Sep 8

Los residentes del Valle deben prepararse del humo de los incendios
forestales y el polvo provocado por vientos fuertes causando niveles de
calidad del aire insalubre durante esta semana. ow.ly/bIXW50BId2C Photo:

#FresnoBee

Q o4 Q 4 &

Valley Air District @ValleyAir - Sep 8 £
Valley residents should prepare for both smoke from wildfires and blowing
dust to cause unhealthy levels of air pollution through this week. See health
caution: ow.ly/4iQJ50BIcPq Photo: #FresnoBee
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Educating Residents on Available Air Quality Tools

* Residents have found mobile applications useful as they provide real-
time air quality information in an easily consumable way
* The Valley Air application has been downloaded over 42,000 times

* New air quality tools have become available in recent years
— District promotes these tools to ensure public has full range of information
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Wildfire Information

How to Protect Yourself from
Wildfire Smoke

Efforts to Prevent and
Minimize Wildfires

Air Quality Information

Cal/OSHA Worker Safety

Foothill & Mountain
Communities

Resources

Sign up and receive hourly air

EMﬁ quality information through
AN A, RAAN

@ifl}mn.-v Fire and Smoke Map

Response Webpage

Jildfire Prevention & Response :

If you can smell smoke and see ash, that is an indication that you are being affected by poor air

quality.
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Wildfires that may be impacting air quality in the San
Joaquin Valley:

Oak Fire
Mariposa County
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Wildfires with prior impacts to air quality in the San
Joaquin Valley:

Washburn Fire

Mariposa County

IMPACTS OF
WILDFIRE SMOKE

PARTICULATE MATTER (PM)

remely small particles made up
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Wildfire
Trilingual
Infographic

IMPACTS OF
WILDFIRE SMOKE

PARTICULATE MATTER (PM)

A complex mixture of extremely small particles made up
of a number of components, including wildfire smoke,
metals, dust and soot

HUMAN KAIR — 50-70 e PMLS (2m)
{im = micens in diameter) A7
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UNHEALTHY LEVELS OF PM

The Valley's topography and stagnant, dry winters traps
pollution under the inversion layer

PM HARMS OUR HEALTH &

It can trigger or worsen health conditions

HOW CAN YOU PROTECT YOURSELF & OTHERS?
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— www.yalleyairorg/wildfires —

Impactos del HUMO de
INCENDIOS FORESTALES

MATERIAL PARTICULADO (PM)
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www.valleyair.org/wildfires
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PLUA TSHAUV (HU UA PM)
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PM NTAU DHAU TSIS NYAB XEEB

Lub hav Valley yog ib lub vos hav ntis ntis thiab thaum caij ntuj no
huab cua txias nyob tus tus tsis tav chaw thiab ntuj ghuav ghuav,
ces ua kom cov PM fsis txawj ploj mus, vim muaj cua sov nyob saum
toj thaiv txheej cua brias nyob hauv qab

PM UA TSIS Z0OO RAU PEB KEV NOJ QAB NYOB Z00

Nws ua kom peb lub cev txawj huam mob tuaj los sis kom peb
tus mob me txawj huam loj tuaj xws li [
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Clean Air Centers Pilot Program

* District recently launched new Clean Air
Centers Pilot program

- Offers vulnerable populations a respite from
wildfires and other smoke events

e Guidelines established by CARB provide Valley
with resources to assist in creating clean air
centers at schools, community centers, senior
centers, sport centers, libraries and other
publically accessible buildings
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Now Open: “Clean Air Room” Pilot Program

 HEPA air filtration devices can reduce particulate matter in well-sealed

indoors environments by more than 90 percent
— District has increasingly encouraged use of air filtration devices during wildfires
to ensure that the home has dedicated space with safe indoor air quality during
smoke events

e Clean Air Room pilot program to provide residential air filtration units
to Valley residents in disadvantaged communities as defined by the
State’s CalEnviroScreen SB535 Disadvantaged Communities map

- Check your address and apply online here:
https://www.valleyair.org/cleanairroom

— For more info or assistance in applying, call 559-230-5800.
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https://www.valleyair.org/cleanairroom
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